ABSTRACTION

be no scientific knowledge. Why was there light when
God said ' Let Newton be?' Because Newton did not
confine his attention to the particular apple that fell
on his head ; he thought about all apples, about the
earth, the planets, the stars, about matter at large.
Abstracting and generalizing, he illumined the entire
cosmos.

The particular cases from which Newton generalized
were all intrinsically insignificant. That an apple
should fall is neither right nor wrong. But when a
man falls, the case is altered. True, the falling man
is subject to the same natural laws as the falling apple.
Both have weight; but the weight that is the man is
an intrinsically significant weight. It matters a great
deal whether this weight falls by accident, or is pushed,
or throws itself.

There are sciences of man as well as of non-human
nature. Their method is the method of all the sciences.
Where they differ from the other sciences is in the fact
that the particular cases from which they abstract, and
upon which they base their generalizations^ possess
intrinsic significance. Each one is a suffering or enjoy-
ing human being.

The sciences of men are necessary and valuable.
But, like many necessary and valuable things, they
easily lend themselves to undesirable uses. We dislike
having other people's sufferings forced on our atten-
tion, we find it very often inconvenient to have to feel
compassion. To feel compassion is to feel that we are
in some sort and to some extent responsible for the pain
that is being inflicted, that we ought to do something
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